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This is a decision on the petition filed on 29 January, 2010, properly treated as a petition 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.378(c) -to acceptthe unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance 
fee for the above-identified patent. 

• » a ., 

NOTE : The address on the petition is different than that of record. 

If Petitioner desires to receive future correspondence regarding this application, the 
appropriate Notice must be submitted. 

A courtesy copy of this decision will be mailed to Petitioner. 

However, all future correspondence will be directed to the address of record until such 
time as appropriate instructions are received to the contrary. (Forms enclosed.) 

The fees appear to have been submitted by the named inventor/patentee — there appears 
to be no assignee of record! vd'O*: 
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BACKGROUND 

Patent No. 6,882,878 (the '878 patent/issued on 19 April, 2005. The first maintenance fee could 
have been paid during the period from 19 April, 2008, through midnight 19 October, 2008, or, 
with a surcharge, during the period from* 20 October, 2008, through midnight 19 October 2009. 
Accordingly, the patent expired afte^midnight 19 October, 2009, for failure to pay timely the 
first maintenance fee. 



Patent No. 6,882,878 
Application No. 10/736,189 

The instant petition was filed on 29 Jaliuaiy, 2010. Because the petition was submitted within 
twenty-four (24) months after the six- (6-) month grace period provided in 37 C.F.R. §1. 362(e), 
the petition was timely filed under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1. 378(c). 

The petition pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.378(c) is GRANTED . 

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted — the appropriate fees were submitted via check — and 

the above-identified patent is reinstated as of the mail date of this decision. 

* * * 

The patent file is being returned to IFW Files Repository. 

Telephone inquiries regarding this decision may be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272- 
3214 — :it is noted, however, that all practice before the Office is in writing (see: 37 C.F.R. S1.2 1 ) 
and the proper authority for action oiu ) ahy,matter in this regard are the statutes (35 U.S.C.), 
regulations (37 C.F.R.) and the commentary on policy (MPEP). Therefore, no telephone 
discussion may be controlling or considered authority for Petitioner's action(s) . 

/John J. Gillon, Jr./ 
John J. Gillon, Jr. 

Senior Attorney hcV 

Office of Petitions ; ' > ' 

CC 

BRENDT P. SCHMIDT r>j fJV/rui- 
2527 GRIEGOS PLACE NW 
ALBUQUERQUE NM 87107 * dwAx 



The regulations at 37 C.F.R. §1 2 provide: 
§1.2 Business to be transacted in writing. 

All business with the Patent and Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or 
agents at the Patent and Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written 
record in the Office. No attention will be paid to any 'alleged f oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement 
or doubt. 
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